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MEET ZACHARY NEWELL

UN'BEATEN START

The Daily Eastern News is beginning a series of

The Eastern volleyball team opened its season 3-0 over
the ,veekend, winning the EIU Panther ln\·itational.

stories meant to introduce Eastern employees to
the campus. Newell is the first of the series.
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Protest
highlights
bond,
sentence
concerns
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Coles County citizens protested for changes
within the Coles County Courthouse Friday afternoon.
The protest was organized by JoDee Gravil,
who founded the group Justice in Coles County.
Gravil said what began as sharing her story has
turned into a movement.
With many beginning to voice their opinions
on the happenings in the Coles County Courthouse on social media, some decided to speak
their mind in front of the courthouse.
Beverly Nichols is one of those people.
"I would like to see the judge and state attorney fight for the victims with appropriate bonding," Nichols said. "There are just too many that
are walking the same day they've been arrested
and it's ridiculous. It's infuriating."
Gravil said it is something everyone should be
concerned about.
"It affects everyone. If you're not a victim of
crime or a family member of crime, it also affects
businesses because crime rates are growing quickly in this area and' people don't want to live in a
city or a county where the crime is growing and
not being taken care of, so it's going to affect everyone in one way or another," Gravil said. "So,
I think everyone needs to be aware of what's going on. People deserve to feel safe in their homes,
their town and their county."
Nichols said one of her biggest concerns is that
crimes are not being deterred.
"We have rapists, pedophiles, domestic battery
people that have walked on less than $5,000 cash
on a $5,000 bond," Nichols said. ''I'm sorry, but
that is not how to curb crime, you're supposed
to deter them from wanting to commit these
crimes. Higher penalties, less crime."
State Attorney Jesse Danley said he has to
comply with current Illinois laws, whether he
agrees with them or not.
"We do our very best here to honor the spir-
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(Top) Protestors stand with signs outside of

the Coles County Courthouse. Those involved
in the protest shared concerns about the way
court proceedings are currently dealt with in
Coles County.
(Bottom Left) Beverly Nichols holds a sign
stating "I am no longer accepting the thing I
cannot change. I am changing the the things
I cannot accept." The sign references her disagreements with various procedcures in the
Coles County Courthouse.
(Bottom Right) Jodi Gravil speaks with a
man who came with his family to support
the protesters outside of the Coles County
Courthouse Friday afternoon. He holds a sign
refferencing a man who was recently arrested
and accused of drug-induced homicide.

it of the law and to follow the law, regardless of
whether we agree with it. Do I personally agree
with a lot of the bond statues? No, I don't," Danley said. "I don't."
He said that with repeat offenders, he "would
much rather have them in custody, awaiting tri-

al where they're creating new offenses and more
work for my office."
Danley added he supports everyone's right to
assemble, and Gravil said she is going to do just
that. .
"There's a lot of reasons it's close to my heart

and I intend to keep going. I'm not going to sit
down and I'm not going to be quiet," Gravil said.
"Changes need to be made."

Corryn Brock con be reached at 581-2812 or at
cebrock@eiu.edu.

Miller calls for Biden impeachment due to conduct
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
U.S. Congresswoman Mary Miller, the
Republican representing Illinois District 15,
has issued a statement calling for President
Joe Biden to be impeached.
Miller said she is making these calls because the withdrawal of the American military from Afghanistan which Biden authorized was "poorly planned."
She also referenced Biden's immigration
policies, attitude during presidency and de-

cision to visit Delaware and Camp David in
recent weeks as reasons for impeachment.
"Throughout this crisis, President Biden's
conduct and behavior has been erratic,"
Miller said. "As Afghanistan fell to the Taliban and it became clear Americans were in
harm's way, President Biden went on vacation, first to Delaware, then to Camp David,
where he disappeared as Kabul fell."
Miller said that these reasons hold more
weight than the reasons for which President
Donald Trump was impeached in 2019 and
2021.

"The Democrat Party used this power for
political purposes, impeaching President
Trump over a phone call to the President of
Ukraine that they never heard but concluded
was an impeachable offense," Miller said. "It
is far more appropriate for Congress to use
the impeachment power when it is clear that
a President's actions are a risk to the lives
and safety of US service members and Americans at home."
Other Republicans, including U.S. Congressman Ronny Jackson (TX-13), U.S.
Congressman Greg Steube (FL-17), and U.S.

Congressman Byron Donalds (FL-19), have
also called for President Biden to resign or
be impeached.
U.S. Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor
Greene (GA-14) submitted a resolution to
impeach the president on January 21, 2021,
citing "abuse of power by enabling bribery
and other high crimes and misdemeanors" as
reasons for impeachment.
Specifically, the resolution referred to alleged crimes committed during Biden's vice
presidency involving.h,i~ son, 1-jui;iter Biden.
·
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Charl~ston Food Pantry talks food surglus, support
By Kiara Craig

c~rnpus Reporter I@DEN_news
The Charleston Fqqq Pantry has been running fur
13 years, first starting out in the basement ofa church
and eventually making its way to its own building on
990 W Street in Charlestqn, Illinois.
Tqd Foster has been running this food pantry
since: ifS conception and has said fhat the pantry has
been suffering due to the lack of people, the lack of
space and the amount offqod coming in.
"Some people don't even know that they qualify
fur fuqd pantries," Foster said.
Foster has also said that others do not go to fuod
pantries anymore because they have been receiving
benefits, like stimulus checks, from the government.
However, places like this are still open, and they
are suffering because of one simple fact: they are getting too much fuqd in.
Foster said that he has had to not only work on
expanding their building, but also has had to throw
stuff out.
The Charleston Food Pantry even has a room they
specifically use to push items they are trying to provide to the general public first so they can get more
fuod, fresher food, in. This room allows walk-ins to
come in and take what they need.
"We allow people to come in every 30 days to get
three days-worth of emergency fo,od based on their
household size," Foster said.
According to Foster, families can choose from a variety of items of meat, desserts, vegetable, fruits, soup,
pasta, cereal, sauce and other food items.
They also carry needed household items such as
feminine products, toilet paper, books and more.
Foster even said that after holidays, they also get
holiday-related items, like Valentine's Day chocolate,
Halloween candy and other items fur holidays.
Foster said that they recently got 240 dozen eggs
from Ruler Food, one of their main food donors,
along with Walman and CVS.
"Today we're offering people 'how many dozen eggs do you want' and there is no limit," Foster
said. "If you want to take home 20 dozen, that's U£

to you."
Foster said that if you happen to be to be sick and
cannot get the food yourself, while they will not deliver to you, they will accept someone coming over to
grab the food for you.
The reason they cannot deliver is that they have a
very limited number of volunteers, each with a specific job.
'Tm the director here, and I'm kind of a jack of
all trades," Foster said. 'Tm everything from the janitor to the person who yells at people, and hires them
and fires them."
Other volunteer positions include managing the
front desk, running in and out of the freezer to get
the food that is needed and other positions. Foster
also said that he always makes sure the volunteers get
jobs that fit them.
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If someone is not :i; people person, fpr example,
they will be given ~ job ~ar does nqt inclµde much
human interaction.
People who want to ~elp this pantry po give back
in multiple ways.
People can volunteer, donate extra food that they
are not using or even donate rµoney.
Something else peqple can do is donate to rqis
pantry as a gift for things like Christmas.
For example, during Christmastime, some factories will have workers bring in food items and donate
it to the pantry.
People can also leave some money for this pantry,
or a pantry of their choice, in their will.
"We've had several people over the last year that
have said 'I don't need my stimulus check, here, you
guys take it' and they'll give us that money.and then

we'll go and buy food with it;' Foster said.
Fost~r's biggest example is one of their most
known, yet anonymous, donors: someone they call
the "Green Bean Fairy."
This mysterious figure comes in sometime during the night twice a week, leaving two cans of green
beans, and sometimes even a quarter or two.
"They've been doing that for about six months
now," Foster said.
·People interested in either donating or seeking assistance from the food pantry can come ~ Mo11days,
Wednesdays and Fridays beiween I :30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The Charleston Food Pantry is also open on
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

KiaraCraigcanbereachedat581-2812orat
ka«aig@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

We need

--

building
maps
..

·With the start of the year and new students searching for their classes, one problem became abundantly clear; EIU doesn't
have an available map for each building.
More specifically, EIU provides building
maps with emergency exits and accessibility doors labeled, but not a single one details
which room is where.
For planners, this is a nightmare.
Some of the buildings have a detailed
map inside the building meaning these
maps already exist but aren't available for
everyone else. What was the point of creating these maps if they would never be readily available for students to access outside of
the building? If someone has already gone
through the work of creating and labeling
the building maps, why aren't they available
onlinc for those unfamiliar with the building?
Having these maps available onlinc
would help students know which floor of
the building their classes arc on. It's also
beneficial to know which side of the building your class is on to know the closest entrance to get to your class.
It makes -everything more complicated
to have to reference a physical map with an
unknown location within the building. It
would make c~cryonc's lives easier to have
easily accessible building maps available online for all incoming students and returning students who've never been in the building before.

Quote of the Day:
11

It's easy to fictionalize an issue
when you're not aware of the
many ways in which you are privileged by it.
11

Kate Bornstein

BY ROB LE CATES

I don't owe you my gender expression
This past week has been an uncomfortable
reminder of my gender identity. I identify as
non-binary and use they, them, and their pronouns.
However, society is not as caught· up to ask
for pronouns always or default to they and
them when a person docs not know someone's
pronouns.
What brings this up is that I get called miss
and ma' am a lot at work.
My immediate reaction to this was a feeling
of guilt.
I thought of ways in which I could help and
possibly fix the situation.
Maybe I should start wearing my binder
again. I could start presenting more androgenous, but how? Voice training to deepen my
voice was another option I could pursue. Did
I need to cut my hair shorter because it is getting far too long and looks too feminine in
that way?
I then realized that I am allowed to be uncomfortable with the terms of miss and ma'am
being applied to me, even if someone is just
being polite.

Helena Edwards
I can then choose to correct them if I want
to, but most interactions at work seem quick
enough that I would not want to ~isk the discomfort of being called ma'am being prolonged by correcting a costumer there and it go
awfully wrong.
It should be on my own terms whether I
want to dress more masc~line or androgenous
to fit my gender identity.
On those days when I do it and do not feel
pressured to do so are when I feel truly comfortable in my body.
I can do traditional feminine things like

wear certain types of clothing and paint my
nails, but at the same time what matters most
is that my pronouns arc still being respected after they are addressed.
I am still valid in my gender identity even if
I wear dresses.
I am still valid in my gender identity even if
I do not bind.
I do not have to fit this specific mold of
what others expect to be respected in my identity.
Dealing with how people react to how I
identify is a monster on its own, but it just
adds to the monster in which is gender dysphoria. Once I have told someone my pronouns, I
expect that person to use them which docs not
. seem like an unrcasonabk request.
How I present myself should not affect this.
I do not owe my gender expression to others.
Helena Edwards is asophomore psychology
major. They can be reached at 581-2812 or
heedwards@eiu.edu.

You aren't safe from COVID-19, act like it
Recently, I was scrolling through TikTok when I came across a video from user
@nursc_sushi that started with, "Did you
guys know that Covid has a sound?"
She went on to say that once a patient is
intubated and sedated, one may think that
the patient can't make any noise, but they
make a different noise now.
Then the screen turned black and all I
could hear was the sound of an alarm going
off while red text popped up on the screen
explaining what the alarm means.
She explained that it is a red alarm,
meaning a patient needed to receive urgent
care.
She went on to something that stuck
with me: "Your nurses arc literally listening
to you starve for oxygen, knowing there is
nothing more we can do."
Hearing that short I-minute clip of the
alarms going off was bone-chilling, and I
couldn't imagine hearing it all the time as a
nurse or doctor working at the ICU.
I couldn't help but feel sad for all the
hospital employees who arc risking their
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Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
lives to keep their patients alive.
I couldn't help but feel sad for all the
people who have lost their lives or will lose
their lives to this virus.
I couldn't help but feel sad for all the
people who will live with the long-term effects of catchipg COVID-19.
This is why it is important to continue
taking the virus seriously.
I always felt as if the people at Eastern
and the surrounding Charleston community didn't take the virus seriously because we
live in a small town.

Maybe the situation here isn't as bad as it
is in bigger cities, but we don't live in a protective bubble.
People in this area arc still catching COVID-19.
People in this area arc still being hospitalized for it.
We were lucky this past school year. I
spent most of it worried that if cases rose
too much, we would be sent back home
again, and by some miracle, we made it
through the school year.
But we can't count on miracles forever. If
we don't work harder to protect ourselves
and those around us, we risk things going
back to the way things were at the start of
the pandemic.
That means we need to wear our masks,
social distance and get vaccinated.
We need to work together to take control
of the situation before it gets worse.
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a senior English
major .She can be reached at 581-2812 or
lcnmoralesrodrlguez@eiu.edu
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Meeting Eastern: Zachary Newell
Editor's Note: This is part of a series pfstories introducing various members of the campus community to Eastern for a better understanding of those
who maintain the operations ofthe university.

The Daily Eastern News wants to
help the campus community have a
better understanding of who Eastem's college administrators are and
the roles they play to keep the university running. One of those administrators is Zachary Newell, the Dean
of Library Services.

Where did you receive your degrees from?
Susquehanna University in PA,
UMASS, Amherst in MA, Clarion
University in PA, and Simmons University in MA.

Booth Library. I love the Edgar
Room and the Meditation room, especially.

What is a place in Charleston
you think everyone should know
about?
Fox Ridge State Park, Warbler
Ridge or Lake Charleston.

Who is someone you admire in
your field and why?
Perhaps no one person specifically, but I admire those who are disruptors - those who think differently about the profession, and how to
advance an academic library for the
future.

what would the top five songs be?
Olivia Rodrigo's "Driver's License," Kane Brown, Swae Lee, Khalid "Be Like That," Standells "Dirty
Water," Fairuz, "Nassam Alayna el
Hawa," Riopy "Ukiyo."

Why did you go into the field
you're inf
I was interested in librarianship
from the perspective of an educator.
I became increasingly more interested in new ways to think about the intersection of teaching, learning and
scholarship, and how the academic library plays a role in facilitating the
growth of all three for students, faculty and staff alike.

Where is your favorite place on
campus?

What positions have you held
during your career in higher edu-

If we saw your music playlist,
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cation?
I have worked as a lecturer of art,
a reference librarian, a humanities librarian, a library director and dean of
library services.
What are the most rewarding aspects ofyour current position?
To work with so many great faculty and staff in helping to make a difference for our students. It's also nice
to be able to chart the way forward in
the ever-changing frontier of libraries. This involves putting students at
the center of the library experience.
What are the most challenging
aspects ofyour position?
Trying to be future driven but to
do so with limited funds. I believe
this is a challenge of most libraries.
What advice would you give to
students in your department for
their college careers?
Stay curious and take as many different classes as you can. Don't be
afraid to take risks.

Zachary Newell
dents' academic and social well-being.

What is your number one goal
for your students?
To provide a safe, comfortable and
helpful space that supports our stu-
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» MILLER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The more recent claims have no1
been written into any legal proceedings as of yet, but Miller said
she feels that Biden's actions are becoming a risk to the lives and safety of American citizens.
"Speaker Pelosi and Chairman Adam Schiff were zealous ir
their pursuit of impeachment ove1
a phone call," Miller said. "I car.
only hope they would give equal
weight to the lives of our service. men and the American citizeni
they are sworn to protect."
In the early days of Miller's terrr
as Congresswoman, she opposec.
the idea of impeaching Presiden1
Trump because the U.S. needed
"unity and healing."
In a statement released befor<
Trump's second impeachment ,
Miller said, "Each passing da}
spent on these articles is an opportunity lost to working on the priorities of our American families.
Miller has been the center o!
many controversies during he1
time in office, one being her quot•
ing Adolf Hitler in a speach whicb
led to many calling for her to be removed from Congress.

The News Staff can be reached
at 581-2812 or at dennewsdesk@
gmail.com.

Luke Taylor can be reached at 581 ·
2812 or at egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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Panthers off to 3-0 start this season
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team has already surpassed its win total from last
season, and managed to do so in a little
over 24 hours.
-After winning the season opener Friday against IUPUI, the Panthers picked
up a pair of wins Saturday against Bellarmine and Chicago State to place first in
the EIU Panthers Invitational.
1his is the first three-match winning
streak for the Panthers since 2017 and
the first such streak to start a season since
2015.
Head coach Sara Thomas, now in her
second season with the team, said she
was very pleased with the weekend results.
"I couldn't be more proud of our entire team," she said. "_We have a lot of
depth, and everyone was ready to come
on the court and we couldn't do it without the whole team. We have a motto
that's called '18 strong.' There's 18 players, and when you have back-to-backto-back matches like that, it takes everybody."
In the opener against IUPUI, the Panthers outhit the Jaguars in each set to
get a 3-0 sweep. Eastern hit .292 in the
match, recording 38 kills and 12 attack
errors compared to IUPUI's 26 kills and
15 errors.
Senior outside hitter Danielle Allen
led all players with 14 kills and made just
3 attack errors, recording a .423 hitting
percentage, the highest in the match for
players with 10 or more total attacks.
Sophomore libero Christina Martinez
M1-111do hatl a gameahigh 16 digs while
Parkland College transfer Summer Smith
got a bulk of the time at setter, recording
25 assists in her first match as a Panther.
The match Saturday afternoon with
BClllarmine was the closest of the invita-

clonal for the Panthers, who won the final two sets after falling behind 2-1.
Eastern was outhit in each of the first
three sets, but recorded hitting percentages of .516 in the fourth set and .333
in the fifth set, winning them 25-16 and
15-7 respectively.
Allen led the way again with 17 kills,
followed by freshman outside hitter TaKenya Stafford with 14 kills in her first collegiate action.
Martinez Mundo had 21 more digs
and Smith added 35 assists, splitting time
at setter senior Bailey Chandler who recorded 20 assists of her own.
The Panthers took the court once
again Saturday night, beating Chicago
State 3-0.
Allen and senior middle hitter Kameryn Sillmon tied for the team lead
with 8 kills apiece. Chandler and Smith
had 18 and 16 kills respectively and Martinez Mundo had 14 more digs.
Allen was named the tournament
MVP and was named to the All-Tournament Team along with Martinez Mundo.
Thomas said that the situation at the
setter position will be fluid going forward, but she likes what both Smith and
Chandler bring to the court.
"Both Bailey (Chandler) and Summer
(Smith) bring such a different type of dynamic that is beneficial for the team," she
said. "My focus, especially during this
preseason, is just to continue to see what's
going to be best for the team at all positions. So it's going to be maybe rotating
different outsides and middles and setters
and -everybody, and that's the beauty of
having such a large roster now."
Eastern's next match will also be at
home when they host Northern Illinois
Thursday at 5 p.m. They will then travel to play Northern on the road Sept. 4.
ADAM TU MINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Eastern middle hitter Kameryn Sillmon (14) and outside hitter Danielle Allen (19) jump in an attempt a block
against IUPUI on Aug. 27 in Lantz Arena. Allen led the team with 14 kills in the match, which Eastern 3-0.

Football team falls 26-21 in season opener
By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern football team had
cut the lead to three late in the
fourth quarter Saturday evening,
but a late safety call led to a 26-21
loss to Indiana State.
Eastern was driving down the
field a few minutes into the fourth
quarter with the Sycamores leading
17-14 when Indiana State defensive
back Michael Thomas intercepted a
deflected pass and ran it back for a
75-yard touchdown to go up by 10.
The Panthers were able to _score
another touchdown, but Indiana
State held on for the win.
Head coach Adam Cushing said
he was disappointed with the results
but remained optimistic about the
team's offensive performance.
"Well, we didn't get the results we
wanted," Cushing said. "But there's
certainly some good things that
happened out there today. The offense moved the ball pretty well and
we got to be the Panthers again."
Eastern allowed the Sycamores to
put up 9 points as a result of 3 turnovers.
"We turned the ball over in the
redzone and gave them 9 points on
the scoreboard," Cushing said.
Eastern's offense put up a total of
378 yards with running back Harrison Bey-Buie leading the team with
11 carries for 57 with 1 touchdown.
Eastern wide receiver Tyler Ringwood led the team with 116 receiving yards for the Panthers, including a highlight reel one-handed
I
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Eastern head coach Adam Cushing leads wide receiver Matt Judd (S) and the rest of the team onto the field prior
to the game against Indiana State Aug. 28 in Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost the game 26-21.

catch along the sideline.
Cushing said he was satisfied
with the team's performance on
both sides of the ball but noted that
the team struggled with the little
things on the field.
"We did a lot of awesome

things," Cushing said. "It was a really strong effort on both sides of
the football, but we just didn't do
the little things that add up to victories."
Quarterback Otto Kuhns got the
start against the Sycamores af~er

starting three games last season and
appearing off the bench in another.
During his first career start last
season, Kuhns was 19-of-30 passing for 145 yards, ending the season with a career high of 153 yards.
With Saturday's start, Kuhns was

14-of-29 with 253 yards and 2 interceptions.
"He played pretty well," Cushing said. "Overall, I thought he gave
us a great chance to win the football game. I thought he did what we
wanted him to do which was keep
some plays alive. We just got to
coach him to make a few decisions
here and there a little bit better.''
Indiana State's offense was led
by quarterback Anthony Thompson who was 13-of-37 with 87 yards
and running back Peterson Kerlegrand with 19 carries for 7 4 yards
with 1 touchdown.
Cushing said that the team is
learning from Saturday's game by
focusing on the things that went
well.
"Just highlight the positives," he
said. "A bunch of really good things
happened. Our guys battled hard.
Our running backs were breaking
tackles and extending long ·runs. We
really just settled in and played our
game.''
Cushing said he and the team
were grateful for the opportunity
to play early in the season, and they
are adamant that everyone should
expect this season to be a long one
"To get the opportunity to play
early is fantastic," Cushing said.
"We intend this to be a really good,
long season."
/
Eastern will be on the road for
their next game on -Sept. 4 against
South Carolina.
Autumn Sch1,1/z can be reached at 5812812 or acschulz@elu.edu.

